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6911 Southpoint Drive (B03) 
Burnaby, BC 
V3N 4X8 
 
November 24, 2025 
 

 
 

 
 
via email:  
 
RE: CEAP IR #7 –  – Interconnection Feasibility Study 
 
 
Dear  
 
Enclosed is the Interconnection Feasibility Study for the proposed Interconnection Request (IR),  

, submitted under Attachment M-2: Transmission Service and Interconnection 
Service Procedures for Competitive Electricity Acquisition Process (CEAP) of the Open Access Transmission 
Tariff (OATT). This letter provides a non-binding good faith estimate of the cost and time to construct the 
facilities required to interconnect your project to BC Hydro’s Transmission System, being the Network 
Upgrades, based on the findings of the Interconnection Feasibility Study.  

Open Access Transmission Tariff 

The OATT defines Network Upgrades as additions, modifications, and upgrades to BC Hydro's Transmission 
System required at or beyond the Point of Interconnection to accommodate the interconnection of the 
Generating Facility to the BC Hydro's Transmission System. Pursuant to the OATT, BC Hydro will design, 
procure, construct, install, and own the Network Upgrades. While BC Hydro will pay the costs for the 
Network Upgrades, the Interconnection Customer provides security for such costs. 

Interconnection Study Costs 

The Interconnection Customer is responsible for paying the full cost of all Interconnection Studies in cash. 
Interconnection Study costs vary depending on the scope, complexity, and other factors such as whether any 
scope is shared with another Interconnection Customer (not applicable to this Interconnection Feasibility 
Study). The deposit amounts specified in the OATT are not proxy Interconnection Study costs. If actual 
Interconnection Study costs exceed the deposit amount, the Interconnection Customer must pay the 
remaining balance in cash. Please refer to the answer for question no. 53 in the posted Questions & 
Answers for 2025 Call for Power for typical study cost ranges. 

Cost Estimate 

Based on the Interconnection Feasibility Study, the non-binding good faith estimated cost (typical accuracy 
range of +150%/-50%) for Network Upgrades required to interconnect your project is $36.6 M. 

Major Scope of Work Identified: 

• Add one 230 kV line position with associated equipment including circuit breaker, disconnects and 
instrument transformers at BC Hydro Nicola substation (NIC) 

• Upgrade required substation facilities, infrastructures, and bus work to support new station 
equipment 

• Terminate the Interconnection Customer’s 230kV line at NIC 
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• Supply and install required Protection, Control and Telecommunications equipment 
 
   

Exclusions: 

• GST 
• Permits 
• Right-of-Way & property costs 

 

Key Assumptions: 

• Construction by contractor 
• 8 months of construction is considered 
• No construction during winter season 
• Execution of early Engineering and Procurement Agreement 
• No expansion of existing stations or control buildings to accommodate new equipment 
• Impact Benefit Agreements with First Nations are not considered  

 

Key Risks: 

• Expansion of the existing control building may be required leading to increased costs and/or a longer 
project schedule 

• Major equipment delivery presents potential project cost and schedule risks, based on variance in 
equipment lead times 

• No defined supply chain strategy; construction costs may increase depending on delivery method 
• Project schedule may be longer than expected, leading to increased overhead costs  
• Ground improvements may be required leading to increased construction costs 
• Contaminated soil may be encountered leading to increased construction costs 
• Cost of materials and major equipment may be affected by market conditions and escalation 

 
 

Study Limitations and Exclusions 

Protection, Control, and Telecommunications  

The Interconnection Feasibility Study does not include a detailed review of the protection, control, and 
telecommunications system requirements specific to your Interconnection Request. Based on a high-level 
review, we have identified proxy costs for protection, control, and telecom Network Upgrades drawn from 
comparable interconnection projects with similar scope and complexity; these proxy costs have been 
included solely for indicative budgeting purposes. The relative interconnection cost determined by the 
Interconnection Feasibility Study includes a telecommunications component based on an assumed solution 
to deliver teleprotection and telecontrol circuit requirements necessary for the Interconnection Request. 
Protection, control, and telecommunications system requirements will be reviewed in detail in the System 
Impact Study if you are a successful participant of the CEAP and meet applicable requirements. 

For Interconnection Feasibility Study purposes, it is assumed that any applicant-proposed works that could 
obstruct or impair the performance of existing BC Hydro microwave systems or new links from the proposed 
Interconnection Customer Interconnection Facilities (ICIF) to the BC Hydro microwave system would be 
identified and either relocated or repositioned as determined in a System Impact Study if you are a 
successful participant of the CEAP and meet applicable requirements. Such works may include, but are not 



 

Page 3 of 3   bchydro.com 

limited to, towers, turbines, dams, support structures, panels, surface materials deposited or redistributed, 
water surface changes, or vegetation. 

Generation Shedding/Curtailment Scheme and Electromagnetic Transient (EMT) Studies 

The generation shedding/curtailment scheme reviews (e.g., Remedial Action Scheme (RAS), and a direct 
transfer trip for anti-islanding scheme) and EMT studies are completed in a System Impact Study. The 
outcomes of these studies may result in additional requirements, which could include Network Upgrades or 
ICIF. Any costs associated with completion of these studies, and resulting requirements, are not included in 
the Interconnection Feasibility Study cost estimate.  

Revenue Metering  

Please note that revenue metering requirements have not been determined with the Interconnection 
Feasibility Study. As such, any costs associated with revenue metering and other interconnection 
components are not included in the cost estimate provided above. Once these requirements are defined, 
costs that are attributable to the Interconnection Customer are to be paid in cash. For more details on 
revenue metering requirements and responsibilities, please refer to: 

https://www.bchydro.com/content/dam/BCHydro/customer-portal/documents/distribution/standards/ds-rmr-
complex-revenue-metering.pdf. 

Schedule 

Based on the Interconnection Feasibility Study, the non-binding good faith estimated in-service date for your 
Interconnection Request’s Network Upgrades is Quarter 4 2032 (calendar year). To achieve this timeline, we 
may need to expedite certain activities, including engineering design and procurement of long-lead 
equipment. 

Timely actions required from you to minimize risks to the schedule: 

• Submission of additional technical data required for the System Impact Study and Facilities Study 
• Submission of any required information or document such as demonstration of Site Control  
• Execution of Combined Study Agreement and Standard Generator Interconnection Agreement 
• Financial commitments and securities 

Please note that changes to your Interconnection Request or delays in data submission or financial 
commitments may also impact the target in-service date. 

If you have any questions, please contact the BC Hydro CEAP team at ceap2025@bchydro.com. 

Sincerely, 

 

Manager, Customer Interconnections  

BC Hydro 
 
Encl.: CEAP_2025_IR7_ _Feasibility_Study.pdf 
























































