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Policy on SGIP Site Control Criteria 

This policy sets out criteria in determining whether an interconnection customer has obtained Site Control 
(within the meaning of the SGIP) over the land where the interconnection customer intends to develop its 
generating facility.  These criteria differ depending on whether the generating facility is constructed on 
Crown land or private land. 

1. Crown Land 

An interconnection customer will have obtained Site Control when it has successfully completed the 
application process for a licence of occupation (LOC) on Crown land for its generating facility.  For wind 
power projects, this is generally a two-year LOC for up to five monitoring towers on one permit area.  For 
waterpower projects, this is generally a three-year LOC for the construction of improvements.     

The LOC application process for a wind power or waterpower project involves the submission of an 
application form to Front Counter BC accompanied by: 

 A fee for Crown land tenure, and in the case of waterpower projects an application fee for a water 
licence; 

 Maps and plans: General location map, topographic map, cadastral plan (wind power), site plan 
showing the site dimensions of the wind towers (wind power), plan of the works setting out the 
general arrangement of project (waterpower); and 

 Development plan including locations and construction schedules for the tower, and timing for 
the collection of monitoring data (wind power), or Preliminary Project Definition including an 
executive summary, proponent identification, project description, capacity of project, linkages 
with other projects, market for electricity from project, schedule for completion of project 
(waterpower). 

Once the interconnection customer’s LOC application has been vetted and accepted by Front Counter BC, 
the interconnection customer will receive a confirmation letter of its application from Front Counter BC.  
Copies of the forms of letter used by Front Counter BC are attached.  The Interconnection Customer 
should provide a copy of one of these letters as proof of Site Control. 

British Columbia Crown land tenure policy is only well developed for wind and waterpower projects.  
However, the Site Control criteria for generating facilities using other power sources, including 
geothermal power projects, should be applied consistently.  To the extent possible, the interconnection 
customer must demonstrate that it has submitted, and the government accepted, an application for true 
Crown tenure as part of a process that involves an investment of time and energy by the interconnection 
customer that is commensurate with the process for wind power and waterpower projects described 
above. 

2. Private Land 

Site Control on private land may be demonstrated by (1) ownership of, a leasehold interest in, or a right to 
develop a site for the purpose of constructing the generating facility; (2) an option to purchase or acquire 
a leasehold site for such purpose; or (3) an exclusivity or other business relationship between the 
interconnection customer and the entity having the right to sell, lease or grant interconnection customer 
the right to possess or occupy a site for such purpose.  The interconnection customer should provide a 
copy of the title to property registered in the name of the interconnection customer, or a copy of the lease, 
option agreement, joint venture agreement or other contract that gives the interconnection customer a 
right to develop a generating facility on the lands as proof of Site Control. 












