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Information Bulletin: 
Latest Revisions to Standards for Installation of BC 
Hydro-Owned Switchgear Inside Customer-Owned 
Buildings 

1.0 Items Covered 
ES54 E6-01    BC Hydro Switchgear Vault in Customer–Owned Building, 
                        Single Radial Supply 
ES54 E6-02    BC Hydro Switchgear Vault in Customer–Owned Building, 
                        Dual Supply 

2.0 Overview 
 

 
Figure 1 – Inadequate Loading Clearance to Lifting Trolley 
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Adv. No. 2017-025 R0 
 

This bulletin contains the latest revisions to the above construction standards for the 
installation of BC Hydro-owned switchgear inside customer-owned buildings. These 
revisions are the result of BC Hydro crew’s field installation experience, as well as 
the changes in Distribution Planning requiring more 5-way switchgear installations. 
BC Hydro switchgear installations constitute utility work, according to the BC 
Electrical Safety Regulation, and are therefore exempt from the BC Safety 
Authority’s jurisdiction. 

The following summary describes the latest revisions to the standards: 

a. The switchgear vault height has been increased from 3000 mm to 3300 mm for 
safer loading clearance between a lifting trolley and the switchgear apparatus. 
Refer to ES54 E6-01.02 and E6-02.01. 

b. The lifting trolley clearance from the floor of the room has been raised from 2500 
mm to 2800 (+/-50 mm), to facilitate safer attachment of the lifting slings and the 
lifting spreader beams, as demonstrated on Figure 1 above. 

c. The concrete curbs and pre-set concrete inserts previously used for equipment 
mounting have been deleted, for increased flexibility in positioning the switchgear 
apparatus and control panels. 

d. The switchgear vault layout shows the relative spacing and dimensions for 5-way 
switchgear, whereas 4-way switchgear would require a filler plate in the cable 
well depicted on Figure 2 below. 

 
Figure 2 – 5-Way Switchgear with Enlarged Cable Well 

e. Based on the latest changes in Distribution Planning, 5-way switchgear now 
requires the installation of additional 5"dia (125 mm) duct from the property line, 
as shown on ES54 E6-01.02 and E6-02.01. 

f. For improved, simplified and more efficient control wiring, BC Hydro now requires 
a recessed cable trough, 8"W x 4"D (200 mm W x 100 mm D) formed between 
the switchgear apparatus and the control panel. The exposed portion of the cable 

5-way switchgear 

Enlarged cable well 

150 mm offset 
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